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Welcome to this month’s Sector Round Up where we highlight policy updates and important 
news from across our sector. 

 

 

 

Top Stories  
   

 

 

Call for evidence to NAO review on 
apprenticeships   

The National Audit Office (NAO) has announced 
their follow-up review on apprenticeships in England 
and UK Apprenticeship Levy. Energy & Utility Skills 
is among the first to be invited in to give oral 
evidence this week. 
 
 
 
  

Read More  

 

 

 

 

Help shape NOS and Qualifications for the 
Sector 

A series of National Occupational Standards (NOS), 
Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs) and 
Modern Apprenticeships for the Gas, Waste 
Management and Water Industries are now under 
review and you’re invited to take part. A full list of 
NOS and Qualifications under review, as well as 
details of how to get involved, can be found on our 
website. 

 

 

Read More  

 

http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=EWGDWDWDEAIEJ35SWUATWWGBUZFI5AQQWEIZQRL4III6L3SZFHKRXTJ4ZUDSZ2DFKW3W2AW3IHX7OVONCQX5ASSKBIDLJFF33KUEJUFQYACI56HWWZQ7DBV3DB6DUGVGQ7VTL6AYFO34Q6ZAV6JPOJBW4JGKI6ZYLPFVKCZRY3QMSIGHOKICYBUWYB6GFOPAKFOK3IU5R2MZZC2LZVNVOT475N7TJV7F3AFWHRGBPILPB7IB&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nao.org.uk%2Fwork-in-progress%2Fthe-apprenticeships-programme-follow-up%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWHMWDWCEAIEL73F23SWC2KKZNFD7BJACVJIJWQBXMYP5O5DHNL6OZTS53G3ZQEBHEG3VHZ2OAG4YPAOLJJLZA6RJJI3AYEUTL2UJRYCAYKHJYEJZ7UGVWND4U7K2MO7NLEWPX3QRUUSC54FW6KTYJHPIKWEISNEPEELK3TIQQ4I5A77C5CC6T4TSBNMQUIET43INQLOT3K6BWOSNLNT3SYFTHGVP5TIG3CSKOS3MPE4RFVS74WPJX4XAS6D6%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2F2018%2F07%2F06%2Fhelp-shape-the-future-nos-and-qualifications-for-the-sector%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=LWGECDUDEAKEJ3ZSNOBVMTGRX7JKGGCCLIBJLJT4MRQ3ZO374GVKW6MZXSMQGFXUDBGD6NVQAU2D2B6TBF7EARTLQEK2J5LEIYURGCA5DI4MTXK3JY736KQXQPPV5HFW3GKRY7EMLHM2ISQQF6F3OSHSXWJXXPEZX7KLNNKW6XTZ6FY%3D&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk


 

Cross party group recommends change for 
English Apprenticeship Reforms 

The All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on 
Apprenticeships launched their 2017-18 Annual 
Report detailing eight recommendations for 
government, politicians and educators. It has 
acknowledged some of the concerns we raised on 
behalf of  the sector.  

Read More  

 

   

 

 

Costs of employment rising as we approach 
Brexit 

Energy & Utility Skills’ Brexit labour market 
dashboard has been updated. Employment remains 
at a record high, with unemployment decreasing to a 
42-year low. This will result in the tightening up of 
the labour market and costs of employment rising.  
  

View Here  

 

     

 

 

 

Policy Updates 

 
Scottish Flexible Workforce Scheme extended 

The Flexible Workforce Development Pilot has been extended by the Scottish Government for another year. 
The fund can be accessed by levy paying firms in Scotland and allows a maximum spend of £15,000 per 
company. Read more here. 

  
Committee publishes robust judgement on STEM delivery  
The Public Accounts Committee released a robust report on ‘Delivering STEM skills for the economy’. We 
have reviewed and analysed the report – read the summary here. 

  
First National Infrastructure Assessment released 

The National Infrastructure Commission’s assessment aims to take a long-term, sectoral view of the needs of 
the UK and to support sustainable economic growth, improve competitiveness, and quality of life. Read more 
or access the full report. 

  
Construction Leadership Council publishes procurement reform strategy 
Joining up with the recent construction industry sector deal, this new strategy aims to focus clients on 

quality, rather than price, by advocating reform and standardisation. Employment and skills is also 
recognised as a key strategic theme. You can read the full report here. 

  
Apprenticeship service starts down 39% 

There were 24,100 starts recorded in April 2018, compared with around 39,400 in April 2016 according to the 
latest Education and Skills Funding Agency’s monthly apprenticeship statistics update. Recent 

analysis has revealed that starts are 22% down from where they need to be for the government to meet its 
target of 3m apprenticeship starts by 2020. Read more. 

 
2-month notice period for reduced apprenticeship funding rates 

Apprenticeship funding bands currently under review by the Institute for Apprenticeships will be given a 
minimum two-month notice period if their funding rate is reduced. But in the case of standards whose funding 
rate increases, the change will be immediate. Read more. 

 

 

http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWGECDUDEAIEL3ZSNMIQKU4UKV5RIQVHJJKCADGWGRG67XXJWKV7OM777V4YGB63B5DI2DPYAPWHIGKMY5YQO25U43QMA2R5TGIY6CJMFBUABGOP4BVSVQNVXCWSDTRVYUVR5NEGNWR5NJ7WLDMSH5TOZTFOZGH4D2LFUM2ZFHH7G3H7A5JHL7JIHMRZLFV6EQRJCXNJF4YZO5DEKHIKO7OHPAT6CFYXM4KI6VAEYZ4QXNAIS5Z4CWEDI5NMET7GOITQTHZP&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2F2018%2F07%2F23%2Fcross-party-group-recommends-change-for-english-apprenticeship-reforms%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWGM2DWCEAIIJX3FZ4WVI2NE4VKB7BISUIN3BW7QEM3MM53XCNHZ5PWJZSLXTAYDOMNPK6PKYBKTB43F2QB4OBYYVUKAOC2GVFMU6XASDAMKCA6PPSRCXFGQBIPQG3VXILN6E2YODBRRNDSEBXWGL5VOZTBBZGD4B73VE5RDMVVU37H32KXFJC5ETL5EMKOI37LO6FGRDVZE37UFUW3ZXDKHYYWOD4YF&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2Fabout%2Four-work%2Fskills-policy%2Fbrexit-analysis%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=DWGMCDUCGAIEJ73FZ5INBIUFT3YFGSFTMLJ5UNPMKIHMM73X6X2N4TBG6ODAB7RUXDZ5QQGYYFH5PQPVVJH7BTS2SUC3ZNMTDO2SJ4DQQEDFAWLDCDNOEYRQU5MFNIJS4PHCTZWME2INTE7OLB3TPJJIPOS55Q2D4TC352YKDZWFNKUGAPET65NRKRSNDMZWSZ3CSLKWZL2ROD622KO3NAHQ7EBA%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.gov.scot%2Fnews%2Finvesting-in-an-evolving-workforce
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=CWGEWDWDEAGEJ37COXCCORBBWBVI6QS53KRBAQGBORJ7L3TVC7LHWGWN7ABQQXRPO3PCNQAB32WYWVNMA54GWDCLABXYZMY3Q4KTZLBQIFSL4E2SHVJRAMPPVE6KTFSLDR6U6OLXQFKYZHL3TV5VOJRRCWJ57Q4LVB2S6ZI3W6ODAUFKUWFRNTU4YIIQX4KQWYQPDGEVW3NLD5EYEMJAWLYCUJOJ37U7ND3QO7D7&u=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.parliament.uk%2Fpa%2Fcm201719%2Fcmselect%2Fcmpubacc%2F691%2F691.pdf
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWG4WDWCEAIEL73F23SWC2NEMWSYSLS55EHTJFC2KIFKJUASMP6HOJ3R4XVNYTHOXHZQMDPK2DELVLKAN6QLUYZDHHDALFAUAJBQ6SUIJ23HQDFAIBBAKBVZLOO4G2T3NLOGZ7JTA57TEW42VVZYT2SAW4MXWCL3M5SEM4REZ3BZI42MRKYVECX5C5MISRAHT6G463ELF32EGYRVH62IYS3WGHHO4ZWFI7SP5OG6ZDHSGY2YJGPAYMPIQXSUK2A4I34HYAI%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F07%2FDelivering-STEM-skills-for-the-economy-.pdf
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=BWGEWDWCGAGAL37COWNRIUURG2VXEFBLBIIDKHYUHMKIJOB3L3G6Q2PUX3QMDHLGPNPAN4A53R5JT3JETLAVSY2ECCODDK25MSWOAYEBAGBPAFJ524LFDBNUY5ZOOWVW2BUY6KMR6JK7KXJ2SLXCUZHBESKHW6BQH7EWS7I4Q6VO7UCQ5KWAW4VMAXJRRS5NEFY6XHT3BMRREBNCDQFI7VDTY33ND4H3AM%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxera.com%2Fnational-infrastructure-assessment-summary%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=CWGLCDUDEAKEL77FZUFFRLBIKOGZHC2LH7AFRJEWJCAQRVVB5G77OOM5SONZH6YFAWZCRRNFZZAO2IE3VIKAZ5INKJYI4MUB4S6BCNMODYSDJEEBIZ7IYST6GMJ5C5RVNZE55XPUDZLWG3JEZKJX3RJOMLLSEE4SEHYR4XRJQUUCSPMOQM4KHCG7C2GOSELS4VO5ELWRHVMD7TMRO3OZ3MLCHRIRK5KTBB7GL6NZBR6ZOD35HO3EV2IYZXBWUEXGE76P4%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nic.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCCS001_CCS0618917350-001_NIC-NIA_Accessible.pdf
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=CWGUCEUDEAGEL34SWWBBNJZIVP3CQNGNLBDAIR4CFY5L267DE3XSL44TPQA4D5MDXWGQ2YAFG7OQPW4JV3QKYMJCD2ODDEY5MWMMCQO7IEBSI4QE4S6APLZIFYQ43HGTQNVFSQUMIVQVM5MRLSI5YU6IYJVU73WDQ54SWTXL6M6NLHAPBFVAD3LJUXCHVK5PDDIHHSFJNCKME66FVNVQWXP73I37SCF7H4%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fconstruction-sector-deal
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=EWGUCDWCEAIEL3ZS5O3LJUSIZNFI6QSGWSSMQNGASSC7D3SO4LVL2TC67Z6ABQKOWO4SYHJAQNO27MYZIXPWBDOWEIHKZVVLLHSEQYDBTKQAGL3SA2WJJAY3PTOEG6SVJI346ZIPGGLAC2PALW5CFXK5LCC2GUHWMGV7LMCKWXLCIS5FM3DBUKCF54PD5FZNDREJYMGE76EEVPQVOVSEFTXSUV7VF3SPC7MSX6H6AA%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.constructionleadershipcouncil.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fprocuring-for-value%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=IWGECDUDEAIEL3ZSNMARKUZMVP3CRBASTWFGAZGQTCTHP37MXJ5C6PZP74BR43BXTB7GZQCXWD35WYC22YK2ZUM2YWA5L6TOIYPDGWHIPJUCBMA45AU672DERAF2NCLSPKCFUFUMWFEJ6ZK5XAV5YPMZYRWJT7APGPIVNLCS4544UKI7DQVENWGTDIJKSQUOWAIPVIW4W3WTZIIPMXDE3OHUCIYRZF7YE7RF3YZF7K3BXYP3AM%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fstatistics%2Fapprenticeship-and-levy-statistics-july-2018
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=EWGECDWCEAIEL3ZS5NJNVUSIZNFI6QXINBERCCAMG3DHQ5ZHOH2V5ZV7ZQDRZGDR23J5FALLMDLMXLAH2YTRRLIURMC2HVFKC47CMMBQFLUAAWK63ZISVXXWDAHB6H4U4IKVWPL4BC2XPKLPA53ZLOY3SOMAHE77YNHJJK4R6KHCPYXRJ7STJDELDS2BYJ7ZJSI7N4AWFVXZMUGYTQFUN4QO5PXLHKDEBNK3DJJTBK2YVDCFHCPILD24CYPSI7D7&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffeweek.co.uk%2F2018%2F07%2F12%2Fmonthly-update-apprenticeship-starts-down-39-per-cent-in-april%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=EWHEW3WDGAGAL36COVUNTFSRHFNKKRYRMS5CM3D5UBH3GCD264ZMQ2QGB4BYEL7QMCT4LTHLBV6AO677LLGCQGWADKWUKHCYVXXWNFJRQGCWTAI3SDEC764WBK5YDLUT4NHUX4KBXWPHYXLV6BU6RJ3UKW5G6YITRZBLSD2HNO4VVJLWPIJJ3H2UZXR3JKWRVBE2XQERIMHTQY2IWEORQU3DJ6MKS4G2OBHQKXOOQXRHXLIHM7OHXXHEAEWK4UKF32Y5BVR5NUFP57QB&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffeweek.co.uk%2F2018%2F07%2F13%2Fminimum-2-month-notice-period-for-apprenticeship-funding-rates-if-reduced%2F


 

Reviews and Consultations 

 
Have your say on apprenticeships  

Energy & Utility Skills will be responding to both the APPG and NAO reviews on apprenticeship reforms for 
the sector. We are seeking input from interested parties, if you would like to contribute please contact Somia 
Nasim, Policy and Research Manager. 

  
Workforce resilience to be a big feature in PR19 this September  

The deadline for water companies in England and Wales to submit their draft business plans to the water 
regulator Ofwat is coming up. The new ‘resilience in the round’ approach to price setting by Ofwat, needs 
companies to demonstrate their long-term thinking for workforce resilience. More information can be found 
here. 
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http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWG4WCWCGAIEL73F2YTOTCZ6WJJEDXIWYV2SSMPK2CMIIJRVRD4O7DSLK7TXBOLX4YGQUZC6GVC3WAVVQDWOVKWJJAPSBG5SEQMUDFTF262BIOUQSDL3AASN6JCBLXMMEPLWMQT3RPHK55ISEY2CM4HF7AZFCL2QN5BYZREMJD36CHVDB5JIRFAS74PYRZEZOI3GUG6F4KGRWL2BCRM55CVMCK6THKC6NQ52HPWSW6A7FDXVGMVM3DX2RE5A265UUPMZ2T4HMHRWONHMW7SP44UFZ4LQ%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FPolicy-Briefing_2019-Price-Review_FinalEUSG_April-2018.pdf

