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Welcome to this month’s Sector Round Up where we highlight policy updates and important
news from across our sector.

Top Stories

Call for evidence to NAO review on Help shape NOS and Qualifications for the
apprenticeships Sector
The National Audit Office (NAO) has announced A series of National Occupational Standards (NOS),

their follow-up review on apprenticeships in England Scottish Vocational Qualifications (SVQs) and

and UK Apprenticeship Levy. Energy & Utility Skills Modern Apprenticeships for the Gas, Waste

is among the first to be invited in to give oral Management and Water Industries are now under

evidence this week. review and you’re invited to take part. A full list of
NOS and Qualifications under review, as well as
details of how to get involved, can be found on our
website.



http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=EWGDWDWDEAIEJ35SWUATWWGBUZFI5AQQWEIZQRL4III6L3SZFHKRXTJ4ZUDSZ2DFKW3W2AW3IHX7OVONCQX5ASSKBIDLJFF33KUEJUFQYACI56HWWZQ7DBV3DB6DUGVGQ7VTL6AYFO34Q6ZAV6JPOJBW4JGKI6ZYLPFVKCZRY3QMSIGHOKICYBUWYB6GFOPAKFOK3IU5R2MZZC2LZVNVOT475N7TJV7F3AFWHRGBPILPB7IB&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nao.org.uk%2Fwork-in-progress%2Fthe-apprenticeships-programme-follow-up%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWHMWDWCEAIEL73F23SWC2KKZNFD7BJACVJIJWQBXMYP5O5DHNL6OZTS53G3ZQEBHEG3VHZ2OAG4YPAOLJJLZA6RJJI3AYEUTL2UJRYCAYKHJYEJZ7UGVWND4U7K2MO7NLEWPX3QRUUSC54FW6KTYJHPIKWEISNEPEELK3TIQQ4I5A77C5CC6T4TSBNMQUIET43INQLOT3K6BWOSNLNT3SYFTHGVP5TIG3CSKOS3MPE4RFVS74WPJX4XAS6D6%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2F2018%2F07%2F06%2Fhelp-shape-the-future-nos-and-qualifications-for-the-sector%2F
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=LWGECDUDEAKEJ3ZSNOBVMTGRX7JKGGCCLIBJLJT4MRQ3ZO374GVKW6MZXSMQGFXUDBGD6NVQAU2D2B6TBF7EARTLQEK2J5LEIYURGCA5DI4MTXK3JY736KQXQPPV5HFW3GKRY7EMLHM2ISQQF6F3OSHSXWJXXPEZX7KLNNKW6XTZ6FY%3D&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk

Cross party group recommends change for
English Apprenticeship Reforms

The All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on
Apprenticeships launched their 2017-18 Annual
Report detailing eight recommendations for
government, politicians and educators. It has
acknowledged some of the concerns we raised on
behalf of the sector.

Costs of employment rising as we approach
Brexit

Energy & Utility Skills’ Brexit labour market
dashboard has been updated. Employment remains
at a record high, with unemployment decreasing to a
42-year low. This will result in the tightening up of
the labour market and costs of employment rising.

Policy Updates

Scottish Flexible Workforce Scheme extended

The Flexible Workforce Development Pilot has been extended by the Scottish Government for another year.
The fund can be accessed by levy paying firms in Scotland and allows a maximum spend of £15,000 per
company. Read more here.

Committee publishes robust judgement on STEM delivery
The Public Accounts Committee released a robust report on ‘Delivering STEM skills for the economy’. We
have reviewed and analysed the report — read the summary here.

First National Infrastructure Assessment released

The National Infrastructure Commission’s assessment aims to take a long-term, sectoral view of the needs of
the UK and to support sustainable economic growth, improve competitiveness, and quality of life. Read more
or access the full report.

Construction Leadership Council publishes procurement reform strategy

Joining up with the recent construction industry sector deal, this new strategy aims to focus clients on
quality, rather than price, by advocating reform and standardisation. Employment and skills is also
recognised as a key strategic theme. You can read the full report here.

Apprenticeship service starts down 39%

There were 24,100 starts recorded in April 2018, compared with around 39,400 in April 2016 according to the
latest Education and Skills Funding Agency’s monthly apprenticeship statistics update. Recent
analysis has revealed that starts are 22% down from where they need to be for the government to meet its
target of 3m apprenticeship starts by 2020. Read more.

2-month notice period for reduced apprenticeship funding rates

Apprenticeship funding bands currently under review by the Institute for Apprenticeships will be given a
minimum two-month notice period if their funding rate is reduced. But in the case of standards whose funding
rate increases, the change will be immediate. Read more.
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Reviews and Consultations

Have your say on apprenticeships

Energy & Utility Skills will be responding to both the APPG and NAO reviews on apprenticeship reforms for
the sector. We are seeking input from interested parties, if you would like to contribute please contact Somia
Nasim, Policy and Research Manager.

Workforce resilience to be a big feature in PR19 this September

The deadline for water companies in England and Wales to submit their draft business plans to the water
regulator Ofwat is coming up. The new ‘resilience in the round’ approach to price setting by Ofwat, needs
companies to demonstrate their long-term thinking for workforce resilience. More information can be found
here.


mailto:somia.nasim@euskills.co.uk
mailto:somia.nasim@euskills.co.uk
http://share.euskills.co.uk/jc.aspx?d=KWG4WCWCGAIEL73F2YTOTCZ6WJJEDXIWYV2SSMPK2CMIIJRVRD4O7DSLK7TXBOLX4YGQUZC6GVC3WAVVQDWOVKWJJAPSBG5SEQMUDFTF262BIOUQSDL3AASN6JCBLXMMEPLWMQT3RPHK55ISEY2CM4HF7AZFCL2QN5BYZREMJD36CHVDB5JIRFAS74PYRZEZOI3GUG6F4KGRWL2BCRM55CVMCK6THKC6NQ52HPWSW6A7FDXVGMVM3DX2RE5A265UUPMZ2T4HMHRWONHMW7SP44UFZ4LQ%3D%3D%3D%3D&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.euskills.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F04%2FPolicy-Briefing_2019-Price-Review_FinalEUSG_April-2018.pdf

